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Autumn 2025 

2026—Thanksgiving Year 

2026 will very soon knock at our door. For the community of the Sisters of St. Joseph of St. Hyacinthe, 

this will be a decisive and precious year, as our Foundress will invite us to make a memory… What a 

joy! Here are the three important dates to celebrate in Joy and Thanksgiving. 

 

January 12: Declaration of the Venerability of Elizabeth Bergeron, Thirty Years Ago 

 

Following a long process (details in the Annex) which started on October 9, 1968, 

by the exhumation of her remains, Mother St. Joseph (Elizabeth Bergeron) was 

declared “Venerable” by Pope John Paul II, on January 12, 1996, in 

Saint Peter’s Square, in Rome. Here is what we find in our archives: “The 

promulgation of the decree of heroic virtues, by Pope John Paul II, took place in 

St. Peter’s in Rome, at noon, on January 12, 1996. Monsignor Louis-de-Gonzaque 

Langevin, Bishop of Saint-Hyacinthe, was attending.” 

 

To celebrate this unique moment in our history, on April 29, 1996, the anniversary day of our beloved 

foundress’s death, a great diocesan feast was organized in the cathedral of Saint-Hyacinthe, as a sign of 

thanksgiving. A Eucharistic celebration gathered the people and several members from our community, 

coming from Canada, Brazil and Lesotho.  

 

The recognition of heroic virtues is the most important stage towards beatification. Let us give thanks to 

God for this first step achieved for the cause of Elizabeth Bergeron.  

 

April 29: 90 Years Ago, the Venerable Elizabeth Bergeron Was Entering in the Glory of God 

 

On April 29, 1936, when the people learned about the death of Mother St. Joseph, one 

word is uttered by all mouths: “We just lost a saint!” For three days, adults and children 

file near the remains of our beloved Foundress. Each visitor tries to cut her clothes to 

make relics of them. There is this desire to touch the one who moved us. It is said that 

beside her coffin, a mother hurries in with her two-

year-old child who was blind. When she comes back the following day, 

the child holds out his hand towards the cross that the deceased is 

wearing around her neck. “This is a miracle!” shouts the mother, “He 

sees the cross!” Afterwards, people who saw and/or followed the 

funeral procession cried out: “A saint just died.” 
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May 25: Birth of Elizabeth, 175 Years Ago 

 

We highlight our birthday with our family, our friends, our coworkers … isn’t it? Then, 

it will be the same for Elizabeth, born on May 25, 1851. Indeed, she would be 175, and 

this is something to celebrate. Her life among us was a testimony of goodness, of joy, of 

serenity, of hope and love. This goes on, even after her death. (The baptismal font and 

act of her baptism celebrated on her birthday.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Elizabeth is still well alive in the heart of her daughters and just as much in the heart of the people who 

come to visit her in the Cathedral’s Mausoleum located on Girouard Street, as well as all those people 

coming from everywhere who pray her, confide in her and ask her for physical and spiritual healing. 

 

The year of 2026 will be a Thanksgiving Year when we make a memory of the works accomplished, as “God 

hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty.” (1 Co 1:27) 

 

Sister Diane Beauregard, S.J.S.H. 

 

Recognition to the Venerable Elizabeth Bergeron  
 

Good Ending: Dear Mother Elizabeth, my daughter and one of her children had to go to court recently 

because the father refused that his child goes to school in the sport study program. A very big thank you. 

This past April, my daughter was to go back to court, again, for the custodianship of the four children. 

Fortunately, this date was postponed to a time I don’t know when. It was a lot of stress. I am putting 

everything in the heart of the Good Lord and our Venerable Mother St. Joseph.  

          M. G.…, Saint-Hyacinthe, QC 
 

Lost and Found: My son just called me. He received a call from a man who found the school bag of my 

grandson with its content. I am very glad to know that his books and papers are given back to him. It is 

a request I believed to be hopeless. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! To you and to your good Sister 

Bergeron.                F.B…, Magog, QC 
 

On the Right Path: I want to share the good news with you! P. went on Saturday morning for a scan, 

and he met the oncologist today. His cancer had clearly diminished, and he will get chemo once per 

month for 6 months to be sure it is gone. I thank you for your prayers. 

C. J…, Saint-Marc-sur-Richelieu, QC 
 

Sale of a Motorhome: We had a motorhome to sell. It was crucial that we could sell it, otherwise it 

would have deteriorated, and it would no longer be sellable. We asked Sister Bergeron to find us a buyer, 

and, as a matter of fact, only one did show up. We did thank her.              Left at the Mausoleum 
 

New Job: We want to give thanks to the Venerable Elizabeth; my son-in-law got a new job with a good 

salary. Our prayers were answered. Thank you!            E. - P. - K. -D …, Brossard, QC 
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Good News: Following some tests, I got good news for my ganglia. A big thank you! 

 A.-M. Ch …, Cowansville, QC 

 

Training and Work Guaranteed: Thank you for praying for young Jimmy. He found something better 

than a job: he is starting a course in building inspection, for 10 months! Work is guaranteed afterwards!  

P. L …, Sorel-Tracy, QC 

 

Acknowledgement for the state of my sister-in-law. The examination of the ganglia proves negative. A 

small surgery is scheduled for the ablation of a small mass on the breast. Much less alarming than 

planned. Thank you, Mother St. Joseph!!!!            P. L …, Sorel-Tracy, QC 

 

Answered Prayers: Thank you for your prayers that saved my son’s pet, which he considers as his child. 

I have a picture of the good Mother Elizabeth Bergeron on my nightstand. I often speak to her. 

C. P …, Trois-Rivières. QC 

 

It Is Going Better: Thank you for the prayers requested for our friends. They are much better. M. got 

out from the hospital yesterday, and M. was able to see a doctor for his incessant cough. They are grateful 

to the Sisters of St. Joseph.              L. P…, Magog, QC 

 

Thank You: I thank the Lord for having given me the opportunity to continue my work during the three 

desired months, and, moreover, for having found a house and a place to set a little shop. I thank you for 

your prayer to the Venerable Elizabeth.          O.N …, Madagascar 

 

Happy Ending: I went to see my surgeon this week, and some good news came back. Everything is 

good; the cancer is vanquished and no need for chemotherapy. A follow-up for 5 years with scans. Thank 

you for the thoughts and prayers.              L. L…, Saint-Marc-sur-Richelieu, QC 

 

Successful Travel: My trip went well. We, my spouse and I, did experience good vacations. Therefore, 

the prayers requested to the Venerable Elizabeth Bergeron bore fruit as usual. It is extraordinary. I deeply 

believe in those favours. I felt surprisingly supported during my air travel, during the whole flight. I felt 

a bit more at peace than usual. I am claustrophobic, and I am always afraid there may be a problem by 

airplane. Continue your lovely mission with Sister Elizabeth Bergeron.        L. J …, Boucherville, QC 

 

Acknowledgement: I come to tell you that every night I pray Sister Bergeron for the well-being of the sick 

and/or other causes. Many people are feeling better and got a job. I am happy to know that Sister Bergeron 

spies on what I do and that my prayers work. I wish you an extraordinary happiness as all the lovely days that 

Sister Bergeron brings me with healing, or the obtaining of a new job or a positive answer to other requests.  

L. A …, Email 

 

Peace and Trust: I give thanks to Mother St. Joseph for this favour obtained. In a moment of hardship, she 

granted me courage, perseverance, and strength to overcome a difficult phase. Thanks to her intercession, I 

found the peace and trust needed to confront my case. Profound acknowledgement for her assistance and 

kindness. Through this publication, I am happy to contribute to making her work shine. May her love and her 

protection continue to accompany me every day.               M.-J. D …, S.C.J.-C., QC 

 

Job Kept: Our prayers are answered. A young nurse from Brazil was able to keep her job thanks to Saint 

Joseph and our Foundress to whom we asked to protect her.    A. B …, Saint-Hyacinthe, QC 
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Good Mother  El izabeth ,  We Trust… 
 

Venerable Elizabeth Bergeron’s friends have confidence in her. The Sisters pray our Lord for you and 

with you, so that by her intercession, your requests may be answered. Confidence! She will not remain 

deaf to your requests.  

 

We ask  El i zabe th  to  cont inue  to  be  c lose  
to  each o f  you  who put  your t rus t  in  her .  

 

Var ious  In format ion  
 

Available Videos 

To get to know Elizabeth Bergeron, three videos are available on our website www.sjsh.org: a story 

about Elizabeth Bergeron’s life, another about her journey since her death and Elizabeth Bergeron 

opens her heart. They were made by Aude Leroux Lévesque and her company Bideshi Film. You 

can watch the video of the moving of Elizabeth Bergeron’s tomb (October 30, 2014). Another 

video: Celebrating the unveiling of Elizabeth Bergeron’s painting at Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré, June 

27th, 2018 (duration 50 minutes). A virtual tour of the mausoleum is also available on our website. 

Good viewing… 

 

Communications 

To communicate the favours granted by the Venerable Elizabeth Bergeron’s intercession, to recommend her your 

intentions, to obtain information, to make appointments or to receive, free of charge, by email or by mail, the Elizabeth 

Bergeron speaks to us bulletin, please address your requests to… … 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On January 12 and April 29, a Mass is celebrated for the intentions of the Benefactors and Friends of the Cause of 

Venerable Elizabeth Bergeron. The present publication does not wish to prevent the judgment of the Holy Church; 

it wishes to conform in all its decisions. 
 

___________________________________________ 
With the permission of the St. Hyacinthe Ordinary 

 

Mausoleum of the Catholic Cemetery 

Of Saint Hyacinthe Cathedral 

1075 Girouard Street East, St. Hyacinthe (QC) J2S 7R1 
 

To your attention: To plan a visit to the Mausoleum 

please call 450 774-4664, 1 or 2 days before. 

Sunday: usually closed—Thank you! 
 

Welcome to all the friends 

of the Venerable Elizabeth Bergeron 
 

 

To Discover 
 

A painting by Elizabeth Bergeron, 

created by the artist Pierre Lussier, 

is on display in Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré 

in the lower basilica 

at the entrance of the Très-Saint-Sacrement Chapel. 

Hoping to see you there. 
 

 

Elizabeth Bergeron Centre 

2545 Dessaulles Street, St. Hyacinthe (QC) J2S 0K2 

(450) 768-1800, ext. 194 

ceb@sjsh.org  www.sjsh.org 

Important 

Thank you for notifying us when you change your postal address.  
 

You can read our e-newsletter, “Elizabeth Bergeron speaks to us…” 

in the section Elizabeth-Bergeron on our website. 
 

mailto:ceb@sjsh.org
http://www.sjsh.org/
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Annex 

*A Few Significant Steps in This Long Process of Venerability… 
 

October 9, 1968—Exhumation of the remains of Mother St. Joseph. 

 

September 12, 1969 — The Elisabeth Bergeron Center, run by Sister Lucienne Ballard, begins its 

activities to promote the Cause of beatification and canonization of Mother St. Joseph. 

 

March 19, 1971—Official opening, in the diocese, of the Cause of Mother St. Joseph, Elizabeth 

Bergeron, for some investigations. 

 

March 13, 1975—Decree of His Holiness Paul VI enabling the official introduction of the Cause of the 

Servant of God, Elizabeth Bergeron. 

 

September 12, 1976—Official introduction the Cause of the beatification and canonization of the 

Servant of God, Elizabeth Bergeron. 

 

January 25, 1980—Decree of approval of the writings of the Servant of God, Elizabeth Bergeron. 

 

June 19, 1981—Decrees of validity of the Trials on virtues and non-worship. 

 

July 7, 1995—Sister Jeannine Couture, Superior General announces, to the sisters of the community, 

that the heroic virtues of Elizabeth Bergeron were recognized unanimously by the consulting theologians. 

Fax received from Father Yvon Beaudoin, O.M.I., Consultor. 

 

January 12, 1996—Declaration of the Venerability of Elizabeth Bergeron by Pope John Paul II. 

 
 
Excerpts from the logbook of Monsignor Louis-de-Gonzaque Langevin, Bishop of Saint-Hyacinthe 

during this memorable day… January 22, 1996 
 

January 12, 1996: After taking place, the Pope came in the room. Then the Secretary for the Cause of 

Saints started reading the decrees in Latin. The 5th decree was for Mother Elizabeth Bergeron from the 

Diocese of Saint-Hyacinthe in Canada. N.B. I was moved by hearing her name. He summarized her life. 

He did mention that Mgr. Louis-Zéphirin Moreau had asked her to found the community of the Sisters 

of St. Joseph of St. Hyacinthe. The reading of the decrees done, he rose and addressed himself to the 

Pope by asking Him to accept the decrees and to inscribe them in the archives of the Congregation for 

the Causes of Saints. The Pope did acknowledge and accept them. We all applauded. 

 

In turn, I said to him: I am here for Mother Bergeron, and He said: “Very well! Thank you!” He added: 

“You are from Quebec!” And I replied: “Yes!” He handed me a rosary which I give to your community 

as a token of this memorable day. A picture encapsulates this moment. During the afternoon, I went to 

the chapel to thank the Lord regarding the holiness of Mother Bergeron, and, moreover, to thank Him 

with you. I told myself: “You are so fortunate to have two people as holy as a Founder and a Foundress. 

What a chance for the diocese as well. Mother Bergeron is a model to imitate, she who loved God and 

the fellow man in a real and serious manner. Holiness is to follow Jesus Christ, to love Him truly.”  
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Those who are officially recognized come to remind us that holiness is the goal of a lifetime. It was a 

delight for me to be in Rome and be a witness of this important act, which is the first step. A serious 

examination of the positio in two volumes says so clearly: “All the practice of the virtues was dissected.” 

Theologians in Rome looked at all this and they made a recommendation to the cardinals, and then the 

Pope. I went to Rome to thank you, the sisters and the ones who preceded you, for all they did and that 

you do, for the Church and your Institute. I wanted there to be someone from the diocese. Mother 

Bergeron is a woman from the diocese. Acknowledgement to Mother Bergeron and to Mgr. Moreau. I 

do not regret to have done such a quick trip. It was worth it.  

 

 

Contribution to the Cause of Beatification of the Venerable Elizabeth Bergeron 

 

Each year, hundreds of people are making requests to the Venerable Elizabeth Bergeron; they come from 

several countries by email, letter, phone call or by a visit at the tomb.  

 

An important way to contribute to the cause of her beatification is to contact us each time that you do 

obtain a favour through her intercession. Since 1968, the moment when her Cause was introduced to 

Rome, we carefully keep them. And they are of several kinds. 

 

Favour Inclined by the Church: A Healing 

 

Requirements so that a healing be considered as miraculous: 

 One must have prayed a single future saint. 

 There must be the medical proof that the illness was incurable as well as the medical proof of 

the recovery. 

 The healing must be complete and permanent. 

 

If you do believe to be in presence of a miraculous cure: please send us a short story of what you did 

observe. Give us the first name, family name and postal address of the concerned person. Please attach 

to it their medical records that you get from their doctor, with the patient’s authorization. 

 

N.B. If we need more information, we will contact you by phone or email. 

 

Elizabeth Bergeron Centre 

2545 Dessaulles Street, St. Hyacinthe (QC) J2S 0K2 

ceb@sjsh.org 

(450) 768-1800 # 194 


